Beef cattle in Western Australia : a survey by Wilkie, W J O
Journal of the Department of Agriculture, 
Western Australia, Series 4 
Volume 4 
Number 2 February, 1963 Article 5 
1-1-1963 
Beef cattle in Western Australia : a survey 
W J O Wilkie 
Follow this and additional works at: https://researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au/journal_agriculture4 
 Part of the Beef Science Commons, and the Other Statistics and Probability Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Wilkie, W J O (1963) "Beef cattle in Western Australia : a survey," Journal of the Department of Agriculture, 
Western Australia, Series 4: Vol. 4 : No. 2 , Article 5. 
Available at: https://researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au/journal_agriculture4/vol4/iss2/5 
This article is brought to you for free and open access by Research Library. It has been accepted for inclusion in 
Journal of the Department of Agriculture, Western Australia, Series 4 by an authorized administrator of Research 
Library. For more information, please contact jennifer.heathcote@agric.wa.gov.au, sandra.papenfus@agric.wa.gov.au, 
paul.orange@dpird.wa.gov.au. 
Beef Cattle in Western Australia 
- a survey by W . J. Wilkie, B.V.Sc, Animal Husbandry Officer 
B EEF CATTLE numbers have increased in Western Australia year by year for the past eight years, and there have been some dramatic changes in the industry. 
To il lustrate this growth, and these 
changes, the graphs shown in this article 
were prepared from the Government Stat is-
tician's annua l reports for the years 1953-54-
to 1961-62. 
Local Government areas have been 
grouped so tha t as far as possible each area 
has from twenty to th i r ty thousand cattle, 
and an a t tempt has been made to include 
within each group, areas having similar 
rainfall pa t terns , and approximately the 
same beef cattle densities (beef catt le per 
square mile) . 
These areas are shown on the maps in 
Figs. 1 and 2. 
Table 1 shows the groups, the area (in 
square miles) of the holdings in these 
groups, the main rainfall isohyets, and beef 
cattle numbers for 1954 and 1962. 
I t also shows the percentage of beef 
females one year old and over, and the 
percentage of beef catt le under one year. 
In the graphs 1 to 25 the year by year 
changes in these figures for the years 1954 
to 1962 are depicted. 
Females over one year old are repre-
sented by the lined section, cattle under one 
year by t he unmarked section, and the re-
mainder, which are mainly steers, by the 
solid black section. 
In each case the upper figure shows num-
bers and the lower figure percentages. 
The combination of the two percentage 
values, one for females over one year and 
tha t for catt le under one year gives a very 
useful indication of the productivity of a 
beef cat t le population. 
In a population with a high calving per-
centage and a fast enough growth ra te to 
turn the sale cattle off mainly as baby beef, 
plus such cows as are culled, these two 
groups represent 98.5 per cent, of the popu-
lation. 
With a lower calving percentage, say 65 
per cent., and turning off sale cattle at 
three to four years, they represent only 
about 70 per cent, of the total population. 
Other factors can influence these figures. 
For example in groups 2 to 6, there are 
many cross bred cattle, and dams of many 
of these cattle would be shown in the 
annual returns of dairy cattle. Therefore 
in those areas the value shown for females 
is an understatement. 
In the far north, as shown in graphs 22 
to 25, a high percentage of cattle are in the 
black section of the diagrams, reflecting 
lower calving percentages and older age at 
sale. 
Apart from these considerations, the 
graphs show that in 17 of the 25 areas there 
has been— 
. • A phenomenal growth of the total 
beef population, representing a two 
to four-fold increase. 
• A steady increase in the percentage 
of the "productive" sections of the 
population. 
Rate of 
Increase. 
% 
33 Far North 
(Areas 22-25) 
Low Rainfall Areas 
(Areas 17, 18, 19, 21) 
Remainder of State 
28 
274 
This growth is also shown in the two 
Kimberley divisions, but here the percent-
age of older steers has remained the same. 
The reasons for the increase in numbers 
are not hard to find: 
Firstly there was the rise in beef cattle 
prices which occurred in 1954. Before that , 
beef was cheap relative to lamb and pork. 
Since then, there has been less average 
difference although there have been fluc-
tuations in each season. 
Secondly there is grass going to waste 
in Western Australia which can profitably 
be used by beef cattle. 
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In the older improved pasture areas of 
the Eastern States most districts have 
settled down to systems of husbandry where 
from three to seven cattle are carried per 
100 sheep. In many areas this number of 
cattle are run without any reduction in 
sheep numbers. The cattle eat grass that 
would not be used by the sheep. On many 
properties in the higher rainfall areas, the 
judicious inclusion of cattle in pasture 
usage has resulted in increases in the num-
bers of sheep run. 
Year by year more properties in West-
ern Australia are reaching this stage of 
development. 
The change in structure—that is, the 
relative decrease in older steers—can be 
attributed to the demand from the U.S.A. 
for "manufacturing" beef for hamburgers, 
and also to the growing demand by our 
own population for leaner meat. To get 
lean beef of any quality means turning off 
younger beef, and the industry has re-
sponded to this demand. 
TABLE 1 
Beef Cattle Distribution in Western Australia 
Group 
N o . 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
18 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
Local Government Areas Included 
Swan and Metropolitan Divisions 
Mandurah, Boddington, Murray 
Drakesbrook, Harvey 
Balineup, Bunbury, Collie, Dardanup, Don-
nybrook 
Busselton, Capel 
Augusta-Margaret BJver, Manjimup, Nannup 
Albany, Denmark 
Plantagenet 
Cranbrbok, Kojonup, Tambellup, Broome-
hul 
Bridgetown, Greenbushes, Upper Blackwood 
Wagln, West Arthur, WoodanOling, Wil-
liams, Narrogin 
Gnowangerup, Nyabing-Pingrup, Katan-
ning, Dumbleyung, Lake Grace, Kuttn, 
Wickepin, Kondinln, Corrigin, Nareni-
been, Bruce Bock, Quairading, Merredin, 
Kellerberrin, Tammin, Cunderdin 
Cuballing, Wandering, Pingelly, Brookton, 
Beverley, York, Northam, Toodyay .... 
Goomalling, Dowerta, Wyalkatchem, Trayn-
ing-Kununoppin, Nungarin, Westonia, 
Mukinbudin, Mt. Marshall, Koorda, 
Wongan-Ballidu, Dalwallinu, Perenjori, 
Morawa 
Glngin, Chittering, Victoria Plains, Moora, 
Dandaragan 
Carnamah, Three Springs, Irwin, MIngenew, 
Geraldton-Greenough, Chapman Valley 
MuUewa, Yalgoo, Cue, Mt. Magnet, Black 
Range, Morchison, Meekatharra 
Wiluna, Xullagine, Marble Bar 
Xorthampton, North-West Division, Port 
Hedland, Roebourne, Tableland 
Esperance, Ravensthorpe 
Eastern Gold fields less Esperance and 
Ravensthorpe 
Broome 
Halls Creek 
West Kimberley 
Wrndham-East Kimberley 
Total, W.A „ 
Area 
of 
Holdings 
Sq. Miles 
690 
530 
460 
530 
470 
750 
730 
1,130 
2,900 
1,000 
3,170 
15,700 
3,680 
17,450 
4,150 
4,700 
78,600 
39,600 
85,100 
1,970 
47,800 
9,860 
28,100 
30,700 
15,650 
Rainfall 
inches 
30-50 
40-50 
40-50 
40-50 
40 -50 
40-60 
30-50 
25 -40 
15-25 
40-50 
15-25 
12-20 
15-25 
12-15 
15-25 
15-20 
6 - 8 
6-12 
8 -15 
12-20 
6-10 
15-25 
15-25 
15-35 
25-45 
B E E F CATTLE 
A 
Total Beef < 
1954 
8,454 
11,616 
16,353 
1 1 3 4 9 
10,239 
8,692 
4,107 
6,224 
5,643 
10,691 
5,583 
3,138 
5,103 
1,940 
13,370 
8,070 
16,374 
18,845 
14,386 
1,586 
4,519 
24,487 
182,817 
128,941 
77,359 
600,178 
1962 
20,156 
24,085 
28,957 
20,044 
25,963 
23,908 
16,651 
22,869 
23,282 
30,228 
20,972 
16,354 
24,064 
7,435 
26,193 
18,441 
19,806 
22,611 
21,063 
15,283 
5,823 
27,670 
196,830 
194,616 
131,447 
982,801 
B 
Per cent. Females 
1 year old 
and 
1954 
% 
50 
42 
33 
32 
20 
29 
44 
55 
53 
48 
53 
43 
49 
44 
44 
51 
49 
45 
49 
52 
52 
48 
52. 
35 
47 
45 
over 
1962 
% 
55 
46 
34 
40 
33 
44 
52 
54 
55 
56 
56 
54 
56 
58 
56 
54 
53 
54 
49 
55 
48 
51 
44 
46 
44 
47 
C. 
Per cent. Cattle 
under 
1 year 
1954 
% 
18 
20 
17 
13 
13 
23 
28 
2 4 
26 
17 
26 
23 
28 
2 6 
20 
22 
19 
18 
16 
31 
23 
14 
12 
15 
21 
16 
1962 
% 
81 
27 
27 
24 
25 
30 
32 
33 
35 
30 
33 
35 
34 
33 
28 
33 
25 
22 
25 
36 
25 
27 
19 
19 
18 
24 
Column A shows the increase In total beef numbers. 
Column B shows the increase In the breeding potential. 
Column C shows the Increase In young cattle (under one year). 
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Maps show areas 
referred to in Table 1 
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25 
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YEAR 1954 5 8 62 54 58 62 54 58 62 54 58 62 
54 58 62 54 58 62 54 58 62 54 58 62 54 58 62 
^Ssil V777777// ///////A f//////,x 
AREA No. 1 8 10 
Legend ; Upper Figures Numbers 
Lower •• Percentages 
VffX'A Beef Females 1 year and over. 
1 I Beef Cattle under 1 year 
• • Other Beef Cattle ( Bui Is, Steers) 
Graph shows the growth and development of the beef industry in Western Australia 
since 1954. The combination of the two percentage values, one for females over one year 
and that for cattle under one year gives a useful indication of the productivity of a beef 
cattle population. 
FUTURE PROSPECTS 
The future can be predicted only in gen-
eral terms, but— 
• The pasture position is such that 
beef cattle will be needed in in-
creasing numbers for its efficient 
utilisation. Western Australia 
could become second only to 
Queensland as a beef producing 
State. 
• The price position is such that the 
phenomenal rate of growth seen in 
the past few years cannot be main-
tained. This, in the long run, will 
not do the industry any harm. 
Very rapid increases in a self-con-
tained livestock industry only occur 
if poor types as well as good are 
kept, and poor type beef cattle will 
only pay in rare and exceptional 
circumstances. 
The relatively low prices at present 
being paid for good types of young beef 
females, present an opportunity to estab-
lish a herd or to expand an established 
herd which should not be missed by those 
people interested in beef cattle, especially 
in areas of rapid pasture development and 
assured rainfall. 
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two V. LP.'s on dairy form! 
Very Important Possessions. 
Dairyman care for cow. 
Beaurepaire Tyre Technicians care for tyres. 
Check free. On farm. Often. Save cows. 
Tyre Technicians know tyres inside out. 
All-Australian. 
40 years' experience. 
Branches in all States. 
Beaurepaire's 
The Tyre TECHNICIANS 
SEE BEAUREPAIRE'S TYRE TECHNICIANS AT: 
Beaurepaire Branches throughout # \ Bgfijfii y 
Vic, N.S.W., Q'land., S.A., W.A., I S f c Z ^ L Z ^ 
Tas. and A.C.T. 1 J § £ ^ ^ 
BS232.53 
NEW TYRE SALES • BEAURECAPS • BATTERY SALES AND SERVICE 
P I U M mention ttie "Journal of Agriculture of WJL." whan writing to advertisers 
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